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A GitLab forge
for all teachers and students in France?

France has nearly a million teachers.

Among them, there are teachers developing Open Source 
softwares but there are also more and more teachers 
using markdown + mkdocs + pages to create and share 
educational content.

Yesterday all these projects were scattered over 
multiple forges including Microsoft's GitHub which is 
difficult to trust in the long term.

With the support of the French Ministry of Education, 
the "Forge of Digital Educational Commons" project 
aims to pool all these projects on a dedicated GitLab 
instance and invite the school community to 
participate.
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A few words about me…
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“We want to thank the French Ministry of Education
who funded the development of some features in 2.5.”
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A forge to meet classic needs
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A forge to develop new educational uses
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Markdown + MkDocs + Pages
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CI/CD
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And here is our forge beta version
already in production

forge.aeif.fr
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Digital strategy for education 2023-2027
A strategic vision of a shared public policy

“A national forge to 
support and promote 
the creation and 
sharing of digital 
commons”
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A little geek thing 
or a great potential?
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weaknesses, threats:
● tool too complex to understand and 

use, do not take off, remain a 
little geek thing for a minority 
(great needs for documentation, 
training and community animation)

● fail to enlarge the circle of users
● convince great teachers who are 

already on forges, including 
GitHub, to migrate to our forge

● copyright (the productions of state 
agents belong to the agents or to 
the state?)

● dependency on GitLab and its 
evolutions (GitHub competition with 
Copilot & co)

● etc.

strengths, opportunities:
● institutional support 
● a project that carries values: openness, 

sharing, ethics, sovereignty, 
sustainability

● encourages teachers and students to work 
together

● increase in digital and computer skills
● by gathering our forces in the same 

place, it is easier to make community 
and to obtain means

● have a large bank of applications and 
educational content under open licenses 
available to the entire school community

● encourage teachers to share their 
content and promote them for this

● digital sobriety (light and open format, 
offline work, improvement of the 
existing rather than reinventing the 
wheel)

● a digital commons project, with shared 
policy and governance with users

● not very expensive (at least at first)
● etc.



Thank you for your attention

Mastodon: @lelibreedu@mastodon.mim-libre.fr
Twitter: @LeLibreEdu
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