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But what is a CorTexT, anyway?



platform

“Its primary goal is that a social scientist - or 
other user - can come with a research question 
and leave us enjoying the benefits of a 
computational method that fits to their question.”



Origins
Born in 2009, driven by social science researches and sustained by the 
development of a technical infrastructure and computational methods.

● Supported originally by the french institut INRA
● Joined by LISIS, and H2020 RISIS

Two major versions of CorTexT Manager web app: v1 (2011) and v2 (2016)
● Originally designed for social scientists: low computing power required, no 

coding
● Collaborative
● No need to leave the interface to access and combine analytical 

dimensions 
● Discover from the unexpected: very permissive way of handling data 

types and parameters, all algorithms and methods are “runnable” on all 
variables



Look around
For greater glory!
● Over 250 peer-reviewed publications total
● At least 75 documents published in 2022
● In 2022, 50K analysis have been performed by the IT 

infrastructure, launched by over 1 000 users coming from 
more than 400 institutions located in about 50 countries

Team in 2023
● 8 technical (3' permanent)
● 2 researchers (2' permanent)
● 1 trainees
● 2 close collaborators



Look around



CorTexT in science





CorTexT visibility and recognition

How to cite CorTexT Manager 
(August 2022)

https://docs.cortext.net/how-to-cite-cortext-manager
https://github.com/cortext/how-to-cite-cortext 

CITATION.cff: Citation File Format (CFF)

https://docs.cortext.net/how-to-cite-cortext-manager
https://github.com/cortext/how-to-cite-cortext


CorTexT visibility and recognition
To reinforce the cumulative effect (still need to be discussed in 
2023)  
▪ a DOI maybe (?)
▪ persistent identifier: SWHID from                                        ?  



Three ways of open



FLOSS in Cortext's infrastructure
No platform without FLOSS!

● in methods

● in interfaces

● in backends

● in docs and q&a



Cortext infra as FLOSS
Setting the stage for openness

● Gitlab (https://gitlab.com/cortext)

● Matrix (#cortext-welcome:matrix.org)

● Cortextlib (https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/cortextlib)

● Containers (Docker ✅ ; Guix❓)

● Strategic planning (Horizons stratégiques 2020 – 2023)

https://gitlab.com/cortext
https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/cortextlib


The challenge of producing FLOSS

● Lack of know-how

● Resources and priorities

● Learning curve of open culture and its tooling

● FUD 4evah



CorTexT science as FLOSS
Opening software at CorTexT

● SASHIMI (https://gitlab.com/solstag/abstractology)

● Istex importer (https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/istex)

● Parscival (https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/parscival)

● Kansatsu (https://gitlab.com/cortext/kansatsu/kansatsu)

● Named entity recognizer (in progress ䷢)

● …

https://gitlab.com/solstag/abstractology
https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/istex
https://gitlab.com/cortext/cortext-methods/parscival
https://gitlab.com/cortext/kansatsu/kansatsu


@CorTexT_team

THANK YOU !

https://docs.cortext.net/

https://www.cortext.net/publications/




