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“Murderous, Unwarrantable,
and Very Cold”: Mapping the
Rise of Extralegal Collective
Killing in the United States,
1783-1865

Patrick Hoehne

University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Abstract

[ Collective Violence ] [ Extralegal Violence ] [ Rioling] [Vigilantism ] [ Lynching ]

In the winter of 1862, residents of Nebraska City, Nebraska Territory,

killed two alleged horse thieves. The vigilantes executed one man
with a shot to the back, and forced the other under the frozen
waters of the Missouri river, holding him there until he drowned.
The local paper turned the grim scene into a joke, and, in a winking
condemnation of the victim being “chucked under the ice,”
concluded that the killing was “murderous, unwarrantable, and very
cold.” The callous humor is not entirely surprising. Killing, once rare
in American extralegal violence, had by the time of the Civil War
increasingly emerged as both a powerful tool and a potent ritual in
the tradition of “politics out of doors.” This article, “Murderous,
Unwarrantable, and Very Cold": Killing and Extralegal Collective
Violence in the United States, 1783-1865" uses geospatial analysis to
investigate and narrate the rise of the use of lethal force within the
tradition of extralegal violence in the United States. Rather than a
mindless or undirected outburst, extralegal collective violence is a
form of violent social communication in which bodies become both
the instruments and the canvas through which a group expresses
its aims. A mob’s unsanctioned hanging of a gambler, for example,

could not itself end the practice of gambling, but would
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Lethal Extralegal Collective Action Database, 1783-1828

figure 6: Interactive Map of Lethal Extralegal Collective Violence, 1783-1828.
Click on an event or cluster to display more information.
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® show source code

Interactive Map of Lethal Extralegal Collective Violence, 1783-1828. Click on an event or cluster to

display more information.

Map Data

The above map represents extralegal collective incidents involving the use of lethal

force between 1783 and 1828. The data used to create this map originally emerged
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Attempting to place incidents and actors within neat categories proved difficult,

especially in regard to identity. Identity in this case refers to the real and perceived
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Tne aataset certainly ao NOT represent a COMplete account oT extralegal Kiing
throughout this period. The true number of killings is impossible to know, and the
archives from which this dataset has been compiled are haunted by gaps, absences,
and silences. However, by compiling and leveraging the research of such prominent
historians of early American crowd violence, this dataset represents the most
complete recreation of the landscape of extralegal killing ever assembled. The
numbers and percentages cited throughout this analysis therefore do not represent
a final or definitive account, but are understood as providing a documented survey
from which solid conclusions might be drawn.

Extralegal Killing in the Early Republic

import json
read in narrative layer >

Year_1783_1828 = "data/Year_1783_1828.geojson"

geoJSON_df_1 = gpd.read_file(Year_1783_1828)

folium_map = folium.Map(location=[37.55601, -85.05935],
zoom_start=5,
tiles="https://server.arcgisonline.com/ArcGIS/r

attr='Tiles &copy; Esri émdash; Source: Esri')

read in narrative layer >

Map Data

The above map represents extralegal collective incidents involving the use of lethal
force between 1783 and 1828. The data used to create this map originally emerged
from the notecards of Paul Gilje. Gilje studied rioting in New York and the larger
United States, and his research notes were made available online by Ohio State
University's Criminal Justice Research Center. A spreadsheet of the notecards were
then compiled by Peter Turchin. Many of the “descriptions” seen here are the
original entries made by Gilje, although some language has been modified slightly.
The citations stored within the spreadsheet are also left as originally entered by
Gilje. To the original spreadsheet was added geospatial data, the names of those
implicated in the violence, and several “tags” which allow the dataset to be queried.
These tags correspond to the “type” of extralegal collective violence, the actions
taken, and the identities of the rioters and targets.
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In [1]:

. | Viitrepo || Gopy Binder link

Navigate  Help Not Trusted | Python 3 (ipykernel) ®

Memory: 162.1 MB /2 GB

title % Add tag

1 "Murderous, Unwarrantable, and Very Cold":
Mapping the Rise of Extralegal Collective Killing in
the United States, 1783-1865

contributor X Add tag

1.0.1 Patrick Hoehne

University of Nebraska - Lincoln

copyright % Add tag

AT
© Patrick Hoehne. Published by De Gruyter in cooperation with the University of Luxembourg Centre

for Contemporary and Digital History. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License CC-BY-NC-ND

cover X  aspect-ratio-2366-1854 X  h-1854px X  w-2366px X Add tag

from IPython.display import Image, display
metadata_1={

jdh":{
"module": "object",
object
"type": "image",
"source": [

"Two alleged horse thieves hanged by a Nebraskan mob in 1858. Imar

5
}

}
display(Image("data/lynching.png"), metadata=metadata_1)

keywords % Add tag

Collective Violence, Extralegal Violence, GIS, Rioting, Vigilantism, Lynching, United States of America
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