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New practices 
of historical 
research

New publication 
practices



“We must find a way of writing digital history 
that puts historical interpretation and 
argumentation at the center, while giving 
due weight to explaining the methodology 
that led to those results. 

[...] the details of the code are crucial, but 
they can obscure the patterns of problem 
solving, and the abstractions that the code 
actually implements.”

A Braided Narrative for Digital History
Mullen, 2019



Narration layer –      to explore the 
possibilities of multimedia storytelling; 

Hermeneutic layer –     to highlight the 
methodological implications of using digital 
tools, data and code; 

Data layer        to provide access to data 
and reuse whenever possible. 











Jupyter Notebooks for 
publishing

Abstract - 1st review

Setup writing 
environment
(Python / R docker + 
Github templates)

Double blind review

English editing
(Jupytertext)

1st Technical review

(preflight check + Github 
actions)

Preview the notebook
(Github app)

Run on MyBinder

Final Technical review

DOI, indexing and (long 
term) archiving

Dataset to Dataverse, 
Zenodo

9 articles now (2 editorials) 
7 in peer review                 
21 abstracts accepted



Jupyter Notebooks for 
FAIR publishing?

Merci!

jdh.admin@uni.lu

journalofdigitalhistory.org

… Docker + Jupyter Lab?
… How to collaborate on notebooks ?
… Many deps & maintenance?
… long term maintenance?


